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NAME

WSF World Spirit Forum

FORMAL STATUS

Registered charity based in Zürich / Switzerland
Association 

FOCUS

The WSF World Spirit Forum is a non-profit-orga-
nisation. Founded as a charity association based 
in Zürich, Switzerland.  The association is current-
ly being converted to a registered foundation. 

Our key focus is to support sustainability and 
solidarity among all nations and to initiate and 
foster cooperations and encounters between 
people and organisations from various fields such 
as science, economy, politics, religion and society 
in general.

INTERNATIONAL HEAD OFFICE

WSF World Spirit Forum
Rosengasse 7
CH-8001 Zürich

Telephone +41 (0)848 835 973
Telefax +41 (0)848 329 973

Web: www.worldspiritforum.org
E-Mail: info@worldspiritforum.org

EVENT DATES

First Forum: January 18 – 20,  2004
Second Forum January 16 – 19, 2005

EVENT LOCATION

Arosa, Switzerland

ATTENDANCES

January 2004: 120
January 2005: 250 (expected participants)

 
TOTAL BUDGET

2004: 200,000 CHF
2005: 400,000 CHF

TARGET GROUPS

Upper management and leaders with edicati-
onal and spiritual backgrounds and affinities, 
journalists and experts from the fields of science, 
economy, politics, religion and society as well 
as other participants with an interest in holistic 
topics.

INFRASTRUCTURE

Multipurpose event hall with full conference and 
catering services. Leisure activities nearby.

  FACTS & FIGURES
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FOCUS/ORIENTATION

The WSF World Spirit Forum is the annual mee-
ting place for renowned spiritually oriented 
participants , executives and opinion leaders from 
fields such as economy, science, politics, religion 
and society.  Dialogue, debate and discussions 
on the vital challenges of our world, initially in 
Arosa/ Switzerland, and after 2007, all other 
continents. 

The WSF World Spirit Forum is a platform for 
concrete solutions, visions and projects addres-
sing the emergence of a healthy and sustainable 
planet. Participants interested in our event, meet 
in seminars, workshops, plenary discussions, 
round tables and Open Space-Events. 

From 2007 and beyond, WSF-Forums will be 
organized and held in many other continents hol-
ding the tradition of the WSF-Forum in Arosa. An 
integral part of the concept and strategy is the 
exchange and sharing of information among all 
the forums worldwide by the attending represen-
tatives and delegations.

DEVELOPMENT: 5-YEAR PLAN

National

2005  2nd WSF in Arosa with approx. 250 
participants
preparatory works for WSF-headquarter 
in Zürich/Switzerland as an international 
meeting point for exchange.

2006  3rd WSF in Arosa
  Opening WSF-Headquarter in Zürich/

Switzerland
2007 4th WSF in Arosa
2008 5th WSF in Arosa
2009 6th WSF in Arosa

International

2005   Development and creation of WSF-
 branches on every continent
2006 Evaluation for the 1st WSF in USA
2007 Implementation of  the 1st WSF in USA
 Evaluation of the 1st WSF in Africa
2008 Implementation of the  1st WSF in Africa
  Evaluation of the 1st WSF in South 

America
2009  Implementation of the 1st WSF in South 

America
 Asia and Australia will follow

  Order of implementation can be subject 
to change.

BUSINESS SUMMARY
2005 - 2009



WSF World Spirit Forum 5

As an annual world conference, the WSF World 
Spirit Forum offers the unique opportunity to 
build bridges and to experience broad and 
boundless insights beyond our conventional rest-
rictions/constraints. The time has come for a new, 
united, holistic, sustainable and humane future. 
The WSF World Spirit Forum is a unique platform 
to dialogue, debate and develop solutions, visions 
and projects in accordance with the vision of a 
sustainable earth.

Our society, economy, the scientific community 
and politics still operate on separate very levels. 
Cross fertilization is only partially acknowledged 
and embrace so interactive thinking and action 
is needed in order to create commonality, action, 
lasting change. 

Since many appeals and efforts have produ-
ced few significant breakthroughs in common 
thinking, life and work,  fuelled by spiritual 
motivation there is now an opportunity to discard 
old dependencies, to enhance and activate cons-
ciousness and the personal creative potential, 
depart from well-trodden paths and to develop 
strategies leading to a sustainable and holistic 
world. 

BUILD FUNCTIONING NETWORKS

Through the melding of theory and practice with 
various resources and possibilities, the identifica-
tion and realization of synergies between parties 
can eluminate the development of functional 
networks that could foster a sustainable, holistic 
and conscious future.

BROADEN YOUR HORIZON

For action-oriented individuals, the forum offers 
a melding of theory and practice resulting in 
the broadening of horizons. For the thinker, it is 
a platform for ideas and their realization. Goal 
achievements may be realized by combining 
forces.

ENHANCE YOUR QUALITY OF LIFE

Through the systematic implementation of public 
relations the spiritual dimension may be esta-
blished as an essential life force and a fruitful 
possibility for success in the various fields of 
science, politics, economy and society. In this way, 
prejudices and fear of the unknown, issues that 
may oppose spiritual growth, are slowly elimina-
ted through enhanced consciousness resulting in 
a higher quality of life. 

DEVELOP SOLUTIONS

Individuals and organizations are encouraged to 
take action and to develop realistic solutions for 
a better future.

 VISION & MISSION: 
THE TIME HAS COME FOR A NEW, 
CONSCIOUS, UNITED, SUSTAINAB-
LE AND HUMANE FUTURE.

WHY YOUR ENGAGEMENT IS 
WELL INVESTED
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2ND WSF WORLD SPIRIT FORUM 
IN AROSA, JANUARY 16TH – 
19TH 2005: „OPEN YOUR HEART 
– UNITED RESPONSIBILITY“

Our theme, “Open Your Heart – United Respon-
sibility” the Forum 2005 offers each participant 
many interesting seminars, speaches, workshops, 
round-table discussions and plenary debates as 
well as Open Space-Events. Organisations may 
also present their work to the public.

PODIUM DISCUSSIONS: 
THE MAIN TOPICS

 -   Spirituality:„What on Earth is Spirituality?“ - 
There are and have been millions of definitions 
of what spirituality means, each interpretation 
being unique. Can and should we put a mea-
ning on spirituality?

 
 -   Religion & Sciences: „No Guru, no Method, 

no Teacher!“ - Leaders from religions and 
sciences will discuss this contraversial subject.

 
 -   Media: „Peacemakers or Firemakers?“ - The 

media on the hot chair.
 
 -   Business & Politics: „Lead from your heart“ 

- Business and political leaders in search for a 
new paradigm.

 
 -   Applied Spirituality: „WellBeing - What it 

means to each person and how can one 
be well?“ - Psychologists, psychiatrists and 
spiritual healers provide an insight into their 
daily work.

 
 -   Youth: „The Future is (Y)ours!“ - Young men 

and women from around the world merging 
wisdom with their ideas and passion.

SPEAKERS

 -  Susan Baller-Shepard /USA
 -  Nana Osei Boakyewa Yiadom II /Ghana
 -  Jakob Bösch /CH
 -  Walter De Brouwer /Belgium
 -  Simon Cohen /GB
 -  Anouk Claes /CH
 -  Lynnclaire Dennis /USA-CH
 -  George Caudill jun. /USA
 -  Margarete Friebe /CH
 -  Michael Fromm /Germany
 -  Gerry Gallagher/USA
 -  Ashok Gangadean /USA
 -  Lama Gangchen /Tibet
 -  Peter Grieder /CH
 -  Anton Gunzinger /CH
 -  Prabhu Guptara /India-CH
 -  Claus Hipp /Germany
 -  Hans Jecklin /CH
 -  Annette Kaiser /CH
 -  Audrey E. Kitagawa /USA
 -  Peter Koenig /CH
 -  Clemens Kuby /Germany
 -  Nina Meyerhof /USA
 -  Franz Josef Radermacher /Germany
 -  K. Helmut Reich /CH
 -  Bibi Russell /Bangladesh
 -  Sri Saidas Baba /India
 -  Salut Salon /Germany
 -  Isira Sananda /Australia
 -  Bernhard Schaer /CH
 -  Dechen Shak Tibet/CH
 -  Andreas Vollenweider /CH
 -  Carlo Zumstein /CH
and many more

MODERATION

 -  Ashok Gangadean /USA
 -  Marina Villa /CH
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HOW YOU CAN SUPPORT US 

After the first successful event in January 2004 
we need YOU in order to continue to realize our 
vision! It is our aim to take responsibility for a 
future worth living. Let‘s do it together!

There are several ways that you can support and 
help us, financially or with manpower. We are 
very happy to work out a fruitful cooperation 
together with you, according to your individual 
resources.

PARTNERSHIP-MODELS

As Partner you have the possibility to position 
your company within an environment connec-
ted to topics such as sustainability and holistic 
consciousness.

There are several Partner possibilities:
 -  as Official Partner in all areas
 -  as Event-Partner (WSF Arosa)
 -   as (Special-/Singula-)Event-Sponsor (at the 

WSF Arosa)
 -  as Exhibition-Sponsor for (special-)exhibitions
 -   as Product-, Service-, Media- and Infrastructu-

re-Sponsor with products and services
 -  Patronage

SUPPORTER

As Supporter you may support the WSF World 
Spirit Forum in general, without any special 
Bonus-claims in marketing or services.

We have created three possibilities of helping us 
as Supporter:
 -   as WSF-Friend you support us with

CHF 2’500.-. In return you will be provided 
one free entrance to the forum.

 -   As WSF-Partner you support us with 
CHF 15’000.- and be provided free entrances 
to the forum.

 -   As WSF-Donor you support us with an indivi-
dual contribution.
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The WSF World Spirit Forum is a non-profit-or-
ganisation (registered charity based in Zürich, 
Switzerland. 

THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 -  Sesto G. Castagnoli (President)
 -  Reinhard Gschwandtner
 -  Andreas B. Müller
 -  Ruth Stylianou-Oberli

 -  André J. Niedermann
 -  Peter Grieder

THE TEAM

 -    Reinhard Gschwandtner (Managing Director, 
Program)

 -   Karin Antoniucci (Art/Graphics/Culture)
 -   Colinne Bartel (Fundraising)
 -   Ursula Brun (Customer Services)
 -    Sesto G. Castagnoli (Fundraising/Sales, Int. 

Contacts)
 -   Marius Dürr (IT)
 -   Kathrin Herzog (Grahics/Texts)
 -  Monika Hubler (Fundraising)
 -   Daniel Kolbe (Logistics Arosa)
 -   Roger Meier (Arosa Tourism)
 -   Andreas B. Müller (IT, Program, div.) 
 -  Kilian Raetzo (Organisations/Partnerships)
 -   Marco Steiger (Coordination/Backoffice)
 -    Ruth Stylianou-Oberli (Media/Communication)

and many experts and volunteers.

ADVISORY BOARD

 -  Peter Grieder
 -  Wolf von Stauffenberg

THE ORGANISATION

ADVISORY BOARD CONTENT

 -  Hans Jecklin
 -  Peter Koenig

AMBASSADORS
  
Switzerland  Mike Anson
  Traugott Elsässer 
   Ini von Stauffenberg
Germany  Prof. Dr. Maximilian Gege
   Vinay Sansi
Austria  Andreas Reinisch 
USA  Mike Anson
   Rev. Susan Baller-Shepard
   Dr.  Nina Meyerhof
Thailand  George A. Tobler 

CONTACT

WSF World Spirit Forum
Rosengasse 7
CH-8001 Zuerich

Telephone +41 (0)848 835 973
Telefax +41 (0)848 329 973

info@worldspiritforum.org
www.worldspiritforum.org
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THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS

  

Sesto Giovanni Castagnoli
President and Member of the 
Board

Entrepreneur, development consultant and 
spiritual bridgebuilder, he sees himself today as 
an evolutant. But his life has been far beyond 
being a one way street. Following his commer-
cial education and seven years in management 
positions of trading and production companies, 
Sesto Castagnoli started his own production and 
trading company network.

Always keen on unifying people and cultures, 
he created and ran several development orga-
nizations and trading networks in West Africa 
in the last two decades. It was during these 
years of cultural and continental bridge building, 
that Sesto‘s deep longing for a world of peace, 
economic equilibrium and spiritual unity evolved. 
The World Spirit Forum (WSF) is the reflection of 
this vision. Sesto‘s passion for realizing his vision 
is the driving force behind and within the World 
Spirit Forum.

Reinhard Gschwandtner
Geschäftsführer and Member of 
the Board

Human resources manager and social scientist. 
In the midst of a fast moving and bright senior 
management career, Reinhard Gschwandtner 
answered the call of his soul during a somehow 
unplanned sabbatical in his mid forties. Joining 
the WSF World Spirt Forum he is taking initiative 
in matching his organizational, management and 
coaching talents with “singing his soul’s melo-
dy”. Being authentic and living a life of integrity 
are fundamental not only to his daily life but to 
his contribution to the WSF.
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THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS

  

Andreas B. Müller
Member of the Board

Spiritual entrepreneur. Fascinated by the forces 
that make creativity and experience happen, 
Andreas B. Müller worked as a project and event 
manager for 25 years. Reflecting about his job as 
a change manager in a public service organizati-
on he decided to bring about change to his own 
live and that of others by coaching and empowe-
ring people to live their lives to their full potenti-
al. That‘s why he founded Holovita, an organiza-
tion dedicated to the process of increasing global 
consciousness. Holovita supports a sustainable 
personal evolution and a comprehensive positive 
attitude towards life. Spirituality  - being con-
nected with eveything and all - is the basis of all 
responsibe political, economic and social action 
for today and the future of mankind. Andreas B. 
Müller is co-initiator of the WSF.

Ruth Stylianou-Oberli
Member of the Board

Ruth Stylianou-Oberli, Account Executive was ad-
vising major Swiss companies in public relations 
and advertising matters before she ran a mexican 
cuisine restaurant in Cyprus. Back in Switzerland 
Ruth Stylianou - touched by the fate of Tibet - has 
been organizing several charity and non-profit 
campaigns. She built-up a marketing agency de-
dicated to support non-profit an peace initiatives 
all over the world. She joined the WSF World Spirt 
Forum to help creating a spiritual platform for 
peace, sustainability abnd connectivity between 
human beings - making being more human. 
In the WSF team, she manages the marketing 
function.
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THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS

  

Peter Grieder
Member of the Advisory Board

Peter Grieder was born 1928 into a Swiss family 
well known for its third generation fashion 
house, over which he presided for thirty years. 
Early in his youth, he became deeply fascinated 
with Eastern philosophies. This eventually led him 
to travel extensively into the hidden countries of 
the Himalayas. Finally, he became Curator of the 
Tibetan Monastic Institute in Rikon, Switzerland. 
In addition to being a regular lecturer at the C. 
G. Jung-Institute for Eastern wisdom teachings, 
he was for many years a renowned guest speaker 
for Tibetan Buddhisme at various universities 
in Europe. Peter Grieder and his wife Marina 
Gschwind have six children, one of whom is a 
Tibetan foster son. 

André J. Niedermann

is entrepreneur and specialized in the fields of 
sponsoring and information technology. He stu-
died hotel management, after which he worked 
in different hotels Switzerland and Thailand. 
He has a large network, especially through his 
contacts won during his position as a head of 
departement sponsoring at the Swiss National 
Exhibition Expo.02. He was one of the pioneers 
on board the WSF World Spirit Forum.
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The 1st World Spirit Forum in Arosa from January 
18 to January 20, 2003 developed under the 
leadership of Sesto G. Castagnoli as a result of 
a vision a year ago, continuing with the second 
decisive Kick-Off Meeting last September in the 
Tibet Institute in Rikon, Switzerland. This vision 
has developed into a serious reason for hope 
for those that long for a world which is more 
sustainable, more secure and more peaceful and 
are willing to  work together for that common 
perspective. 

The opening speech of the 1st World Spirit 
Forum was delivered by Peter Grieder, curator of 
the Tibet Institute. Mr. Grieder addressed issues 
relating to the „Blue Planet“ such as concerns 
about the robber knight methods of diverse eco-
nomic cooperations and their associated leaders, 
concerns about the over-emphasis of materialism 
and the neglect of humanity in a world, in which 
„daily more than 45,000 people, 38,000 of these 
children, die of hunger, 80,000 hectares of rain 
forest are destroyed, 13 million tons of poisonous 
chemicals are released into our environment 
and more than 130 different plant and animal 
types are destroyed by human activity“.“ (Thom 
Hartmann in „The Burnt Out Planet“).

The 120 participants agreed that through con-
centrated awareness, wholeness, and sustainabi-
lity that a positive breakthrough can be achieved 
as opposed to an irreparable chaos, such as the 
world finds itself today.
If sufficient people change their view, solutions 
for a sustainable growth - energy efficient, water-
saving, environmentally aware - will become 
recognizable, which would benefit everyone 
worldwide. This „heart-rendering and frighte-
ning crisis of planetary magnitude concerns all 
aspects of our being, from personal aspects via 

1ST WSF WORLD SPIRIT FORUM IN 
AROSA/SWITZERLAND IN JANUARY 
2004: A REVIEW

social aspects to worldwide dependencies“, and 
has its roots in the lost relationship to nature, to 
connectivity with the surrounding world, to the 
world spirit. 

„Ethics are the reverence for life“ (Albert 
Schweitzer). „Ethics and Business“  the title of 
the 1st World Spirit Forum, was characterized by 
the diversity of both speakers and topics.  In 28 
speeches, roundtables, podium discussions and 
workshops it was evident that the motto is not 
accusations, but focus on self awareness and 
acting with credibility. For example, 
Prof. Dr. Ervin Laszlo, founder of the Club of 
Budapest, emphasized that the economy must 
quickly open up a paradigm change for long-term 
self-interests, in order to influence the coming 
and ongoing change process in a manner that 
is life sustaining. Not only thoughts - but above 
all concrete tips for action can be read in Prof. 
Dr. Ervin Laszlo‘s encouraging manual „You Can 
Change The World“. 

In his workshop, the „Magic of Quietness“, Ralph 
Wilms called discussed „the clarity and quiet-
ness of a peaceful spirit where there is room for 
everything, which happens and which wants to 
happen. If the loudness and the forcefulness of 
the world falls away from us, we recognize the 
deep dimensions of the moment, the magic of 
quietness.“ 

The African medicine woman Sobonfu Somé 
provoked thoughts about the „Rebellion of 
the Youth „… Stephan Mögle-Stadel cleverly 
changed the forum into a large systemic work for 
„World Economic Power and Human Ethics - as a 
manifestation of the world spirit“…

continued...
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Prof. Dr. Maximilian Gege aroused ideas with his 
vision of an immediately applicable and sustai-
nable effective future bond… the earlier music 
entrepreneur Hans Jecklin conjured in his speech 
„The Poser of the Heart“ and the Swiss Nobel 
Prize Winner for Chemistry Prof. Dr. Richard Ernst 
called for a chance from a „Free market econo-
my“ to a „Responsible Market Economy“.  

„Courage for an unvarnished personal opinion 
statement to all possible things, is of great signi-
ficance and is more important than avoiding mis-
takes.“ is a motto of Richard Ernst, who was also 
instrumental in the execution and implementati-
on of the 1st World Spirit Forum. In spite of,  and 
or even due to, an extremely short preparation 
time of less than half a year, the 1st WSF showed 
what a performance a courageous and highly 
motivated team is capable of. With the following 
Credo the organisation committee summarized 
the view of the direction of the event:

„The WSF World Spirit Forum unites globalization 
and individuality. It is a platform to connect peo-
ple and issues all over the world, by finding  so-
lutions, with love and respect, for a better future.  
A sustainable, global balance between business, 
nature and society, for dignity and awareness can 
be developed.

Our aim is to initiate positive progress and to 
start the ball roll by supporting concrete projects 
- in the belief that such projects will win global 
support and effect a chain reaction of change.“
The promising start was characterized by a 
cordial spirit and high openness to spirituality, 
laid the foundation for an annual forum in Arosa, 
to grow harmoniously. Together for a greater un-
derstanding of the connections between Business 

and Ethics and for the implementation of a new 
sustainable ideas for thought and action  requires 
a return and decrease in speed of and to our 
own life. Or to put it in Ghandi`s words „Be the 
change that you want to see in the world!“
 
Andreas B. Müller

1ST WSF WORLD SPIRIT FORUM IN 
AROSA/SWITZERLAND IN JANUARY 
2004: A REVIEW

continued...
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In Davos das WEF
in Arosa der „Spirit“
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„Zur Hilfe verpfl ichtet“


